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● Population: 100.3 millions 

(National Population and 

Housing Survey , 2023)

● Relative young population 

(94,2% of population < 

65 years old)

● Fast and high risk of 

uncontrolled urbanization 

of illegal migration [Urban 

population 19% (1986) -

>25% (2002)

->45% (2025)].

DEMOGRAPHY AND 

SOCIETY

ROAD REGISTERED 

MOTORIZED VEHICLES 

(2023)
● Economic growth in 2022 

reaches 8.02% over the 

same period last year (the 

highest rate in the period 

2011-2022) and 5% in 2023.

● Successful in poverty 

alleviation (Percentage of 

households with income of 

under national poverty line 

2005/2023 =  22% / 5.7%)

● GDP: 4.800 USD per capita 

(est. 2025)

● GDP PPP: 17.500 USD per 

capital (Est. 2025)

ECONOMY

● Car: 11.5 mil. CDLs (2023)

● Motorcycles: 52 mil. MDLs 

(2023).

ISSUED DRIVING 

LICENCES

VIETNAM

OVERVIEW
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● Automobile: 6.3 Million

● Motorcycles & Moped: 74 

Million



CHANGES ON THE ROADS IN 

THE LAST CENTURY

1901 Non-motorized transport

(Hanoi Central Rail station)

1960s few bicycles 1990 bicycles & 

some motorbikes

2005 more 

motorbikes & some 

cars

2010 motorbikes & 

some more cars

2023 motorbikes & 

many more cars
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Improvement of road safety legislation

1986

1990

1995

1996

1997

2001

2008

2011

2012

2015

1989

2019

Traffic Safety Policies

Renovation 

policies

Diplomatic relationship 

normalization (China, 

US,)

ASEAN member

WTO member

Large road infrastructure 

projects starts, become 

low-middle income 

country

CPTPP signing

Road Traffic Safety Regulation (Inter-ministerial Decision 176-

QĐ/LBGTVT-NV of Minister of Transport and Minister of Home Affairs)

Government Decrees (administrative penalties in rail and road) 49(1995); 78(1998); 172 (1999); 39 (2001); 

15(2003); 92(2003); 152 (2005); 44(2006); 146 (2007), 156 (2007); 67 (2008);34 (2010); 71(2012); 171 (2013); 107 

(2014); 46 (2016); 100(2019)

NTSC establishment; VCP Order 22/CT-TW ; 

Road Traffic law (2001)

Insurance compulsory policy; Road Traffic Law (2008); Govt. 

Resolution 32: Helmet compulsory (12/2007)

PM Decision 57 on NTSC; Govt. Resolution 88; VCP order 

18/CT-TW

National Strategy for Road Traffic Safety 2020 and vision 

2030

National Plan on Drink-Driving prevention and control 2015-2020

Law on Prevention and Control of Harmful Effects of 

Alcoholic Beverages; Govt. Resolution 12 (2019); Decree 100

National level

2024
VCP Order 23/CT-TW, Govt Resolution 149

Road Law; Road Traffic Order and Safety Law 

Directive 10, 31 from Prime Minister... 7



Five pillars in Road Safety in Vietnam

8

Road safety 

management

Regulations: law, degree, 

circular, standard, 

guideline: 

Ministry of public security

Ministry of construction, 

Ministry of public security, 

Ministry of Health

Enforcement: Ministry of 

public security (Traffic 

Police)

Local Government

Road 

infrastructure

Road design and 

investment, maintain, 

traffic organization: 

Ministry of 

Construction

(Local Department of 

construction &

Local government)

Road Vehicles

Vehicle 

registration: 

Ministry of public 

security (Traffic 

Police)

Vehicle technical 

standard and 

inspection: 

Ministry of 

construction 

(Vietnam 

Register)

Road users

Road safety education at 

schools: Ministry of Education 

and training; 

Drivers and licenses: 

Ministry of public security 

(Traffic Police)

Ministry of construction 

(DRVN)

Public awareness: Ministry of 

Culture, Sports and Tourism ; 

NTSC, VOV, VTV, VNA..

Post crash 

responses

Crash site 

investigation, 

statistics: traffic 

police, fire & rescue 

police and local police

Injured treatment and 

hospital: Ministry of 

Health



● Increasing the market share of Inland Waterway 

and coastal transport for medium and long 

distance freight transport

● Increasing the market share of aviation and 

railway for medium and long distance passenger 

transport

● Strengthening capacity and quality of public 

transport service 

● Subsidizing for urban public transport users in 

Ha Noi, Ho Chi Minh City, Da Nang..

Restructure of transport sector: Reduction of road transport dependency 



● Improving safety conditions of the roads ( Widen and 
Instalation of physical center separation; provide re-
flexible traffic sign, signals and markings) 

● Contruction of new expresways, passing roads and ring 
roads to separate long distance and through traffic from 
the local traffic 

● Comprehenvie upgrading international airports at Hanoi, 
HCM City, Da Nang, Can Tho, Cam Ranh and other 
regional airport

● Upgrading the key national inland water ways in Mekong 
River Delta and Red River Delta ;Improving capacity of 
river ports and habours.

● Improvement of the maritime ports; comprehensive 
development two major dept water port and Lach Huyen 
and Cai Mep, Thi Vai.

● Sustainable traffic infrastructure maintenance funds (road, 
railway, inlandwaterway, airport & aitraffic control, 
maritime channels and facilities) – E.g.: Annual national 
highway maitenance fund is about US$ 400.000-
60.000 millions / 80% comes from  road maintenance 
fee of road vehicles.

Safer Infrastructure
Decree 13-NQ/TW dated on 16 January 2012  of VCP Central Committee 



● Improving the education materials and 

teaching approach  for school children 

and teaching guidlines for teacher

● Organizing big event for road safety 

campaigning

● Automatic testing for driver examination 

(knowledges and driving skills)

● National and Provincial TVs, Radios, 

newspapers must proviode road safety 

programs or collumn

ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION and TRAINING



Risk factors control: Helmet is required for motorcyclist 
Resolution 32/NQ-CP 15/12/1997

90%
adults 

80%
children 

WEARING 

HELMETS ON 

TRAVELING BY 

MOTORCYCLE
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Risk factor control: GPS monitoring device for commercial 

vehicle
Decree 86/2014/NĐ-CP dated 10/09/2014 – effective on 1st July 2015



Motorcycle safety : (1) Helmet compulsory regulation (1997)
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15/12/ 2007 – changed overnight



Motorcycle safety – infrastructure for motorcycles
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Vo Van 

Kiet 

Boulevard

Ho Chi 

Minh City



Motorcycle safety – education and training 
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VAMM – MOET - NTSC

Since 2014: VAMM training to 

13 million leaners, including 8 

secondary school students, 2 

million primary school 

students, 300000 high school 

students. 

National Competition for 

primary, secondary and high 

school students, and 

teachers.

2019-2023: Honda motorcycle 

driving skill education and 

training: 17 million/year.

Traffic Policemen deliver 

safety education at primary, 

secondary and high school 

nationwide



Motorcycle safety – Scientific research to improve motorcycle safety
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Motorcycle safety – Motorcycle safety standard
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Automatic Headlight On, Anti Brake System, Combined Brake System to be considered and proposed
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Challenges
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MOTORIZATION

TRAFFIC 

ACCIDENT –

CONGESTION 

POLLUTION 

ROAD 

UPGRADING 

AND EXPANDING 

ROAD 

UPGRADING 

AND EXPANDING 

TRAFFIC 

ACCIDENT –

CONGESTION 

POLLUTION 

MOTORIZATION

Non driving License for E-

bike & les than 50cc moped

Phoning while Driving

Car booming & Car based infrastructure

Drink and Drive

Fake Helmet

Rural road accidents
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1. Strengethening of leaderships and traffic safety management capacity.

2. Improving law formulation and enforcement; Integrated traffic safety objectives in the social 

and physical development plans (national, provincial and city levels)

3.  Improvement of capacity, quality and safety of the transport infrastructure

4. Improvement of vehicle safety, quality and sustainability

5. Restructuring transport markets (increasing freight transport market share of maritime, inland 

waterway and railway; increasing passenger transport market share of public transport) to 

reduce road dependency of transport.

6. Building traffic safety culture within organizations, private sectors, citizens

7. Deployment of IT and smart traffic management technologies; development of integrated 

traffic safety database systems between transport authority, traffic police, public health and 

insurance.

8. Improvement of emergency services; Post crash evacuation and pre-hospital treatment; in-

hospital treatment; 

22

ACTIONS FOR THE NEXT DECADE
Directive 23-CT/TW dated on 25th May 2023 of VCP Secretary Committee 

Resolution 48/NQ-CP dated on 5 April 2022



NEW ROAD SAFETY LEGISLATIONS
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ROAD LAW 2024

• Focusing on physical infrastructure and transport 

services.

• Standardizing of ITS systems (intercity ; urban roads; 

road management centre).

• Standardizing and Regulating  Road database systems 

(road network plan and investment database; roadways 

and facilities databases; Road Tolling database; 

Commercial transport database) 

• Standardising & regulating village roads and urban 

alleys.

• Regulating road connection for intermodal transport 

(road connection for airport, sea & river port, railway 

station); 

• A comprehensive chapter for expressway

• Comprehensive regulations on transport services 

(commercial transport service; internal transport 

services; rescue and emergency transport service; 

school bus service)

• Decentralization of state management power and 

responsibility in road sector.

ROAD TRAFFIC ORDER AND SAFETY LAW 2024

• Focusing on dynamic traffic entities: driver behaviours; 

vehicles;  traffic monitoring, control and enforcement

• Standing agency for road safety: Ministry of Public Security

• Standardizing and Regulating Traffic Safety Database 

Systems (vehicles registry and ownership; vehicle 

inspection; drivers; traffic violation; accident; commercial 

GPS & camera monitoring database;  commercial driver 

working time database)

• Improving road safety for children: Child Restraint System; 

Road Safety Training Certificate for E-bike and small 

moped drivers; Obligation of road safety education  

program and contents in national school system (from 

Kinder Garten to High School)

• Lowering speed limit in the high density urban areas 

(authorized power to local government);

• Strengthening Zero Tolerance Alcohol policy.
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